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November 1, 2018 

 
Samantha L. Deshommes, Chief 
Regulatory Coordination Division 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Department of Homeland Security  
200 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C.20529-2140 
 
 
DHS Docket No. USCIS 2010-0012; RIN 1615-AA22 Inadmissibility on Public Charge Grounds 
 
Division Chief Deshommes, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Immigrant & Refugee Center of Northern Colorado in response to 
the US Department of Homeland Security’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to express our 
strong opposition to the proposed changes regarding “public charge.” We unequivocally urge the 
Department to withdraw the proposed rule. By forcing parents to choose between keeping their 
families together and accessing vital public benefits programs, the proposed rule directly 
threatens the health and wellbeing of 24 million parents and children, preventing or discouraging 
them from receiving the health care, support, and other vital services they need.1  
 
The Immigrant & Refugee Center of Northern Colorado is an adult education center serving over 
500 immigrants and refugees through classes such as English as a Second Language, Citizenship 
preparation, and GED preparation, as well as through Community Navigation case management 
services. Through these mediums, we seek to empower immigrants and refugees, connect 
communities, and facilitate successful social integration. We seek this mission not only for the 
sake of our immigrant and refugee newcomer neighbors, but for the sake of the broader receiving 
community too. In making Northern Colorado a home for all of its residents, regardless of their 
language or culture, we cultivate innovative commerce, democratic pluralism, and social 
diversity. This mission, however, is undercut when the political context within which we 
function promotes fear, divisiveness, and exclusion.  
 
Including public benefits programs—such as non-emergency Medicaid, the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the Medicare Part D Low Income Subsidy, as well as 
housing assistance programs—in the “public charge” determination will frighten families and 
discourage them from seeking preventative and life-saving health services. Even worse, this 
diminished use of needed support will impact more people than those who would be classified as 
a “public charge” under the new rule: it also will impact their families and broader communities. 
                                            
1
 Fiscal Policy Institute. “Only Wealthy Immigrants Need Apply” How a trump Rule’s Chilling Effect Will Harm the U.S. Oct 10, 2018. 

http://fiscalpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/US-Impact-of-Public-Charge.pdf 
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Already, news of the proposed changes to “public charge” is causing families to dis-enroll or 
forgo accessing these vital services. Just in the Weld County WIC office alone, we have heard of 
decreased usage of services among immigrant clients we are currently serving. Overall, if the 
proposed rule goes into effect, our country, and our own Weld County in particular, would be at 
risk of experiencing a dangerous public health crisis and exacerbating hunger, food insecurity, 
poverty, and health care needs that would impact generations to come.  
 
While adult education services have not been directly mentioned in the proposed changes, we 
will feel the effects of these changes all the same: education does not exist in a vacuum. Our 
students do not become better educated when they, or their family members, are going without 
proper medical care or access to nutritious foods. Our students do not show up to classes as 
frequently when they take on second or third jobs to support their families. Our students do not 
become integrated into the broader community when their ability to learn English is stymied by 
their greater financial insecurities. Our city does not become a more diverse and vibrant 
embodiment of the idea of America when its immigrant communities are segregated into a 
permanent lower caste. The proposed change to public charge would undermine access to 
essential health, nutrition, housing, and other critical programs that help support the prosperity 
and health for immigrants, including their US-born children, who made up over ¼ of the US 
population in 2017.2  
 
As an organization dedicated to achieving social integration, we strongly urge you to consider 
the long-lasting negative impacts this proposed rule will have on the wellbeing of children and 
families living in the United States. The public benefits programs included in the proposed rule 
provide vital services that keep families thriving and communities healthy. The Department 
should immediately withdraw its current proposal and dedicate its efforts to advancing policies 
that support children and families in achieving better health and increased prosperity.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments. Please do not hesitate to contact me, Collin, 

to provide additional information.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Collin Cannon 
Director of Advocacy & Development 
Immigrant & Refugee Center of Northern Colorado 
Collin@ircnoco.org  
 

                                            
2
 Migration Policy Institute. Frequently Requested Statistics on Immigrants and Immigration in the United States. Feb 2018. 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states 


